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The Intercom Poet: Representations Noa Shakargy

of Poets and Writers in Israeli The Hebrew University
.. .. of Jerusalem

Satirical Television Programs

Over the past 20 years, Israeli satirical television programs have, from time to time,
addressed literary figures — particularly poets. This research offers a first-of-its-
kind mapping of the representations of authors and poets in popular culture, by
quantitatively analyzing the bulk of Israeli TV satire skits aired between 1993-2015.
The paper utilizes methods from different fields of research: communications, literature,
and humor, focusing on analysis based on mapping of communicational failures that
appear in the skits, such as physical, technological, and social failures. These failures —
which appear in all of the skits — serve as a central humoristic mechanism that entails
a critical message regarding the willingness and ability of the literary figure to interact
with his or her surroundings. The literary creator is portrayed as one which does not
acknowledge communication in general, and communicational skills in particular, as
a value the absence of which is a mishap that is to be corrected via public humoristic
venues.
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