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Abstracts

Smack and Smash: Magic and Ori Levin
Technophobia in Early Trick Films Tel Aviv University

This paper examines the anxiety that arose from the entry of new technologies into
everyday life at the turn of the twentieth century as it was expressed in two groups of
early films. The first group consists of films about ghosts that were made up until 1907
and the second one includes films that were made after 1907 that dealt with electrical
appliances. The article identifies a connection between the two groups of films, in
which the thematic and formal continuity between them illuminates both earlier and
later ones. This allows us to see that the ghost films were actually a response to new
technologies, and that the electrical films examined the haunted and haunting nature
of those technologies.

"And the heart leaps as if bitten, Carina Alexandroff
. . Pinhas

anxious of the pain that burns" -

Poetic Anxiety and its Expressions

in the Works of Mani Leib and

Rochelle Weprinski

Tel Aviv University

In 1980, the Jewish poet Rochelle Weprinski published a collection of letters that
her lover, the poet Mani Leib (pen name of Menachem Brahinsky), wrote to her. The
L. Peretz Publishing House issued the collection in Tel Aviv; however, the intriguing
lives of the two took place half a century earlier, across the ocean, in New York’s
Lower East Side. New York City at the turn of the 20th century was a center of hope
for over one million Jewish immigrants from Eastern Europe, who followed their
hearts to pursue the American fantasy; they wished to embrace their Jewish identity,
on the one hand, and to enjoy the spirit of freedom that enabled livelihood and
creativity, on the other.
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A reality of contradictions characterized the lives of the tenements' residents. Jewish
immigrants experienced overcrowding, poverty, and illness, along with the flourishing
of literary cafes, poetry evenings, and thriving secular culture. In this enlightened milieu,
Mani Leib and Rochelle Weprinski forged their romantic liaison after leaving their families.
Their deliberate choice to follow their hearts” desire and its consequences were all cast
into their poetry, which became saturated with motifs and metaphors dealing with fear
and anxiety. Both poets penned their intimate feelings as poetic interpretations of their
lives, transcribing the emotion that arose through shared hardship.

This article examines how life circumstances and emotional experiences were translated
into poetry, forming a significant documentation of Jewish American immigrants’ crude
reality. Rochelle Weprinski and Mani Leib experienced harsh circumstances; they both
went through periods of illness (Mani Leib suffered from tuberculosis), poverty, and
deprivation, even homelessness at times. Their creative writing, constituting an intriguing
dialogue, allows for a re-examination of poetic representations of anxiety within the
context of their zeitgeist.

Art, Epidemic and Anxiety: Self Hemdat Kislev
Portrait with the Spanish Flu University of St
Andrews

by Edvard Munch

This paper discusses the manner in which anxiety is portrayed in Edvard Munch’s Self
Portrait with the Spanish Flu (1919), painted while the artist was ill during the influenza
pandemic. The pandemic spread across the world in 1918, during World War |, and
took the lives of millions of people. Munch survived the illness and created a number
of self-portraits on the subject. The paper analyzes the anxiety element of Self Portrait
with the Spanish Flu and argues that it discusses Munch’s anxiety over his own personal
death. While many of Munch’s works deal with death, illnesses, and anxiety, they
mostly portray the death of others or an abstracted, philosophical anxiety that is related
to collective emotions. Munch’s self-portrait as a sick man during a pandemic touches
on the deep understanding that the death of the self is certain, and on the anxiety that
ensues from this understanding. To this end, two earlier Munch paintings — Death in
the Sickroom (1893) and Anxiety (1894) — are analyzed in order to display how Munch
adopted pictorial symbols of anxiety from his early works to portray anxiety about his
own death in the 1919 self-portrait. The change in the location of anxiety should be
understood as a response to the growing anxiety among the noncombatant population
during the pandemic years.
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The Revival of Wedding Ceremonies Raya Shira Cohen
in Cemeteries as a Charm to End The Hebrew University

of Jerusalem
Plagues

Following the outbreak of the Covid-19 pandemic in Israel in March 2020, wedding
ceremonies, thought to be charms that could put an end to the plague, were held in
cemeteries by two groups: the “Jerusalem Faction” of “Lithuanian” ultra-orthodox
and the Shtefanesht Hassidim. The present study focuses on these ceremonies and on
how they relate to the “Age of Anxiety” discerned by Prof. Moshe Idel. On the basis
of concrete evidence for such ceremonies in the past, the study suggests that they be
seen as a platform for diverse interpretations concerning the community’s relationship
to itself and to its environment. However, there is a notable absence of some aspects
of the “Age of Anxiety” related to the multiplicity of interpretation and awareness of
the variety of interpretations, and recognition of this helps us both to understand the
renewal of this ceremony eighty years after the last instance of it, and to recognize the
connection between present-day interpretation and the “Age of Anxiety.”

The Alphabet of Anxiety: The Tali Asher
Archive as an Emotional Anchor Tel Aviv University
in Hebrew Literature

The library’s presence in literature sheds new light on the relationship between readers
and text, as also that between readers and the cumulative libraries they each compile
throughout their lives. In this sense, a library is an essential and timeless element of a
person’s understanding of his or her self and environment. Within the broad domain
of libraries as a topic and as a literary motif, archives have a place of their own: in the
worlds of literary characters who preserve knowledge, who catalog archival materials
and save literary corpora, archives are the bearers of meaning both for the emotions
and for one’s consciousness.

The present study shows how activities relating to the preservation of books and
organization of knowledge serve as means that facilitate the meeting of difficult and
frightening lives with the footprints of suffering, emotional distress, existential anxiety,
and feelings of remoteness from the world. The works surveyed in this paper invite their
readers both to collective introspection about anxiety that derives from the danger of
cultural destruction that threatens a persecuted and scarred people, and to individual
introspection concerning personal anxiety. Both types of introspection attempt to locate,
with the help of archives, possible paths of survival. They also invite us to consider the
relationship between collective and individual existential anxiety.

123



MUZA 4 - 2022

Brain Predicts Art: Connections Yishai Sorek

Between Looking at Modern The Hebrew University
o L s . . of Jerusalem

Artworks and Cognitive-Predictive

Mechanisms in the Brain

The relationship among mechanisms of perception, attention, and action in the human
brain has attracted increasing interest in recent decades, both in art and in science. For
most individuals, each of these mechanisms plays an essential role in day-to-day life, and
they seem to overlap at least partially, although their interdependencies and connections
mostly remain a mystery. Within this, it appears these mechanisms intersect uniquely
when looking at visual art, through combinations of ambiguity, context, and familiarity,
which evoke varying responses in a given viewer, as well as during different viewings by
the same person. This uniqueness is evident in the range of manipulations performed on
the viewer, which tend to transcend the physical world: from challenging the ability to
recognize objects, motion, or style in paintings, to exploring the willingness to assign a
narrative or an emotional meaning to them. This echoes mid-20th-century art historian
Ernst Gombrich’s description and use of “The Beholder’s Share.”

Through the example of specific artworks, their complexities and sensitivities, this paper
will outline a methodology for researching visual artworks, which combines findings
and insights from neuroscientific research. The basis for this proposal is an ambitious
contemporary cognitive theory, the Predictive Coding framework, which considers
the human brain as a statistical organ, the essence of which is finding explanations
and hypotheses for the stimuli it encounters. Within this framework, extensions and
enhancements will be suggested, with the aim of approaching a more complete description
of individuals” engagements with visual art. This description will also allude to the
significance of viewing environments — art museums, virtual spaces, and more. This
paper expresses a wide-ranging approach towards human vision — computational yet
emotional, instinctive yet cultural, personal yet social. This is intended as a common
starting point, aiming to bring art research and brain research to shed light on each other,
considering their many mutual interests.
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