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"Studio of Her Own": David Sperber
Body and Sexuality in the Works Bar-Ilan University
of Young Jewish Religious Women
Artists in Israel

A trend has emerged in recent years among young Jewish-religious female artists in
Israel, of engaging with the body, “femininity”, and even eroticism. The common
denominator of the works discussed in the present paper — and of the phenomenon
itself — is the rather explicit images of nudity, as well as representations or references
of the female body. Such representations of nudity and even indirect references of it are
considered taboo in mainstream Jewish religious society. This paper examines works
by several young female artists, graduates of the "Bezalel Academy of Art and Design”,
Israel’s most prestigious art college. All of them are participants in ”"Studio of Her Own”,
aJerusalem-based project supporting young religious women artists. The paper analyzes
several works by members of the group, adopting a theoretical and critical outlook at the
resurgent Modern Orthodox discourse of sexuality and the body. The paper demonstrates
how these works cross the boundaries of modesty as set out by Jewish tradition, thus
becoming an act of opposition to hegemonic rabbinical attitudes toward women.
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