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On the Guilt of the Land Invoked by Aharon Glatzer
Concealing the Blood of the Murdered The Hebrew University

of Jerusalem

The idea that sins, including murder, contaminate the land is a common thread in
the Bible: "yxi XnvR1 027197 020N *IX WK 07937 IRNLI 778 222 °3 APK 222 XnvR OX"
[Do not defile yourselves by any of these things, for by all these the nations | am
casting out before you defiled themselves and the land became defiled; Leviticus,
18:24-25]; "pn 1250 n1in 172y *3 7°22” nop 1910 vIXM" [The earth lies polluted under
its inhabitants for they have transgressed the laws, violated the statutes; Isaiah, 24:5];
"TIRBY 0777217321 IR 2y 190Y WK 077 Dy 0772y *nan 7awRY" [So | poured out my wrath
upon them for the blood which they had shed in the land, for the idols with which
they had defiled it; Ezekiel, 36:18].

In this article | will claim that the defilement of the land, caused by bloodshed, is
accompanied by an additional dimension — guilt, invoked by the concealing of
the blood. The soil’s supposed consent to swallow the blood and conceal it can be
understood as covering up for the murderer and protecting him from the punishment
he is due. This understanding is raised cautiously and hesitantly by the biblical text
itself, and evolved into extensive discussions in rabbinical literature. This idea might
shed light on the sages’ understanding of murder and its implications, which appear
in several places, as well as help clarify an unclear passage in the Sifre to Numbers:
"077 DX NRINM RXANW 'f"INz? OnmAx OnR PR DR 127300 X?" (Sifre on Numbers, 161,
Kahana Edition, 551). In order to explain this homiletical interpretation, one must
take into account the ways in which the meaning of the Hebrew root 7”11 evolved
from biblical Hebrew to Mishnaic Hebrew and elucidate the meaning of the words
deriving from this root in the latter.
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