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Prosthetic Love: Subject-0bject Gai Farchi
Interaction in Journal d'Hirondelle Tel Aviv University.

Although stories of infatuation are ubiquitous in the history of literature, any attempt
to represent love by literary means is somewhat paradoxical: while infatuation aspires
to achieve total unity with the other, language inherently differentiates and establishes
objects. Through the philosophy of Jacques Derrida and Bernard Stiegler, this article
aims to show that any relation to the other entails an intermediary factor — notably, the
exteriorization of organic desire to inorganic objects. The article examines the ways in
which literature could deepen this discussion, and in some cases, challenge its essential
presumptions. It is precisely literature through which we might examine the uncanny
relation between subjects and objects, pure desire and its representation in language.

The article discusses these topics through a reading of Amelie Nothomb's novel Journal
d'Hirondelle. The novel depicts a narrative of infatuation in which the categories of
subject and object are radically undermined. It brings to the fore an intimate encounter
between an organic body and an inorganic prosthesis, in which we are required to
consider their interdependence and its consequences on the human perception of
time. The article thus reads Journal d'Hirondelle as a literary attempt to realize love
as an ultimate unity precisely under the conditions of the Derridian différance, which
challenges any direct relation to the other.
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