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Beyond Abjection: Roni Tzoreff

The Niddah in Contemporary Ben-Gurion University
Art, a Gender-oriented Halakhic of the Negev
Discussion

The discussions about the Niddah and its representations in contemporary art are
saturated with the concept of abjection — a term that deals with repressed cultural
phenomenon such as the menstruation blood and other physical discharges. Although the
association of Niddah with abjection seems appropriate, the latter was developed within
a secular discourse, which perceives the Halakha (a set of Jewish laws) as a permanent
and unchangeable canon which is the product of a patriarchal and anachronistic religion.
The discussion I propose in this paper is based on a dynamic perception of the Halakha as
a constantly changing body of knowledge, influenced by a wide range of social matters.
Therefore, I offer a discussion in the representation of Niddah utilizing the concept of
appropriation, which will allow us to discern the mutual influences of Halakhic, aesthetic,
and gender issues.

As a case study, I will analyze the discourse regarding My Patchwork Quilt (2004), an
artwork by Hagit Molgan. I contest the common reading of this work as a representation
of "rebellion” against the ritual of Niddah. instead, I offer an alternative reading, claiming
that Molgan isn’t “rebelling” against the ritual, but rather resisting the masculine control
of it — by appropriating the Niddah in order to resist the patriarchal cultural structures.
Accordingly, I argue that when artworks appropriate gendered-Halakhic themes, the
artistic action influences the Halakhic discourse as well as the gender discourse. Conceived
this way, such artworks can (and should) be read not only from a worldview informed
by the binary permanent positions articulated throughout the secular discourse — but as
part of a dynamic perception, one that acknowledges the political agency of art.
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